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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 32 of:






		[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]






		






			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors have selected pieces on the US election, and both China and the US' relationships with China.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	What Will History Make of This?

As we are preparing this newsletter the result of the US presidential election hangs in the balance. With key results outstanding in the mid-west and sunbelt it may be a while before we know who will govern the US for the next four years. Elections are often seen as defining events in the history of nations, moments where things change dramatically. But they are not always inflection points. Often they are more indicators of the path a nation is on than are catalysts in and of themselves. One of the big questions coming out of today will be how does this election fit into the broad story of American history? Will it be a critical juncture, when the US chose a different path? Or is it just a symptom of the changes underway in America today? This is the question David Runciman poses to cohost Helen Thompson at the start of last week’s episode of the Talking Politics podcast. Throughout the episode reflect on what the Trump years have meant to them, and consider how they fit into broader political narratives. It is an ideal way to step back and consider the broader context of this election.
Image credit: Gage Skidmore









		






													This article was selected by Alex McManis. Alex holds a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours in Government and International Relations from the University of Sydney. He is currently the Climate and Energy Security Fellow at Young Australians in International Affairs. Alex has served on the Council since 2019.
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	Rebuilding Trust with China

In an article in John Menadue's Pearls and Irritations, former ambassador and intelligence chief Geoff Miller makes an eloquent case for less confrontational attitudes to China. He recommends that Australia seek to put relations between the US and China on to a better and more sustainable footing; Australia’s interests lie in a state of affairs in our region under which we and other countries can live peacefully and prosper. He suggests that Australia’s concerns about the South China Sea and the human rights of the Tibetans and the Uighurs may be tolerable in China’s view but that we have singled ourselves out by leading the push against Huawei and initiating the call for an inquiry into the origins of COVID 19. We should try to include China in joint efforts to re-build trust, rather than join alliances against it.
Image Credit: United Nations Photos 









		






						This article was selected by Ian Lincoln, President of AIIA NSW since 2017. Ian was in the Department of Foreign Affairs for 33 years including postings in Asia, Africa, Europe and the Pacific. He was later an appellate member of the Refugee Review Tribunal and has worked in a number of community organisations.
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	Trump's China Policy is Here to Stay

Richard McGregor argues that, when Trump first took office, Beijing either feared or admired the new U.S. president, seeing in his arrival a new form of US strategic calculation and tactical genius. Today, however, Trump has become widely viewed in Beijing as an accelerant of American decline, with his four-year term leaving behind a weaker U.S. and stronger China. In Washington, however, getting tough on China has become one of the few bipartisan positions in an otherwise deeply divided polity. Should Joe Biden win the presidency, the contest between the U.S. and China is set to endure, and probably intensify.
Image credit: Gage Skidmore









		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, Evangeline Larsen picks apart Oman's tricky diplomatic position, and what war and peace will look like in a world post-COVID 19.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Oman is Stuck Between a Rock and a Hard Place

Oman has long been the Gulf states’ mediator, using its small-state diplomacy to facilitate interactions between the US, Iran and Saudi Arabia. This important position may be under threat if Oman becomes the fifth Arab state to normalise relations with Israel, following the Abraham Accords. Since the death of Sultan Qaboos in January this year, Oman’s new leader Sultan Haitham is yet to make his vision for the nation clear. The country’s relations with Iran, particularly due to their co-operation over the Straits of Hormuz, likely mean that even if Oman did sign the accords Iran would probably not react strongly. Indeed, the US benefits more from Oman's credibility with Iran as an interlocutor than as a signatory to its controversial recognition deal. 
Image credit: naschi86
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	Peace and Conflict in the COVID-19 Era

Political violence has unfortunately continued, rather than abated, during the pandemic. Despite the global ceasefire initiative headed by UN Secretary-General Guterres and some initial support from armed parties, months later and violence has not reduced. Katariina Mustasilta warns that the economic crisis that has accompanied COVID-19 will likely result in budget cuts for UN peacekeeping, further diminishing on the ground efforts. Additionally, the state and non-state actors have been able to tighten control over territory and military resources in places such as Yemen and Libya. Globally political opposition has been quashed, undermining human rights and democratic principles. With exacerbating grievances, these factors culminate as a worrying trend that needs investigation and swift action to support peacebuilding. 
Image credit: Official US Navy Page









		






								These articles were selected by Evangeline Larsen. Evangeline is a Dual BA graduate with degrees from the University of Sydney and Science Po, France, majoring in French and International Relations. Having also studied in Lebanon, she is particularly interested in Middle Eastern politics and is an accredited mediator.
























		






			What else we're reading









		· If Joe Biden wins the US election, there could be a significant shift in Ameircan climate policies. AIIA NSW Councillor Alex McManis analyses what some of the changes could be in INSIGHTS. 
· As Angela Merkel nears the end of her Chancellorship, the Economist discusses what is happening in the search for her successor. 
· In Lowy Institute's The Interpreter, Ben Scott questions what a "rules based order" means and how Australia helps support it.
· On the Reasons to be Cheerful podcast, Ed Milliband and and Geoff Lloyd are joined by guests to discuss how 'Big Tech' is using our data, and how we can take greater ownership of it. 
· Słowomir Sierakowski, writing for Project Syndicate, explores how women are pushing back against Poland's illiberal government. 
· An unprecedented travel advisory from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade warns about conditions in the US surrounding the Presidential election. 






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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