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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 35 of:
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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors look into how a conman is threatening Bougainville's campaign for independence, and international relations in the age of technopolitics. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.






		






		The Conman 'King' and Bougainville's Independence
In a village in Papua New Guinea’s Bougainville province lives Noah Musingku or, as he is known to some, King David Peii II of the Royal Twin Kingdoms of Papaala and Me'ekamui. Notorious for his role in the infamous U-Vistract pyramid scheme that conned thousands of people in the late 1990s, the self-styled king has continued to swindle people across Bougainville and the Pacific. Musingku prints his own fake money, opened his own bank in Port Moresby and even came close to scamming the government of the Solomon Islands in 2003. However, as Liam Fox explains for the ABC, Musingku is a significant destabilising influence and poses a major challenge to Bougainville's preparations for independence. Musingku controls a large portion of the province, commanding a small but heavily armed militia against which the largely unarmed provincial police are powerless. Nonetheless, many people – including some provincial leaders – continue to invest money into his scheme, or are waiting in vain for their promised fortunes to arrive.
Image credit: Jeremy Weate
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																		This article was selected by Euan Moyle. Euan is a final-year Master of International Relations student at the University of Sydney. He is currently a risk analyst and editor for Foreign Brief, and a Young Leader with the US-based international affairs think tank Pacific Forum. He has formerly interned with the Lowy Institute. Euan has served on the Council since 2019.






















































		






		Grand Bargains in the Age of Technopolitics
Around the world, watchers of international politics are very familiar with the word ‘geopolitics’. Geopolitics, at its most basic, theorises that world politics is heavily influenced by world geography. While geopolitics dominated our thinking about strategic risk and international relations in the 20th century, some argue ‘technopolitics’ and state technological capability will define this century’s politics. This raises the question of how states can best position themselves in the contest for tech supremacy. This week’s briefing from The Economist argues that the Western states should strike a ‘grand bargain’ with each other, whereby European countries are given a free reign to regulate some areas of technology policy, while US firms keep their uncontested ascendency in other areas. 
Image credit: pxhere
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																								This article was selected by Alex McManis. Alex holds a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours in Government and International Relations from the University of Sydney. He is currently the Climate and Energy Security Fellow at Young Australians in International Affairs. Alex has served on the Council since 2019.








































































		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, Wendy Hu takes a look at the political and diplomatic resurgence of Turkey and the deteriorating situation in Ethiopia's Tigray province.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.






		






		The Comeback of Turkey
In Australian Outlook, Dr Bruce Mabley writes that Turkey, once deemed the 'sick man of Europe', is now enjoying a resurgence in regional and international political power. This has coincided with two other developments: the growing Islamisation of the Turkish state and the largely favourable economic conditions fostered by the Justice and Equality Party (AKP), the party that longtime President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan leads. Whether this resurgence continues will be contingent on how Turkey manages its diplomatic relations with Russia and the United States. More significantly, Turkey has a complex melting pot of ethnicities and religions, which presents a trompe-d’œil of homogeneity from the outside. It may be these internal differences that present the greatest challenge to the continued success of Turkish foreign policy. 
Image credit: Publisagmo
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		Governing Ethiopia – Making Peace with TPLF Leadership?

As Ethiopia edges dangerously close to civil war, Western nations have been advocating for the Ethiopian government to make peace with the Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) and for both parties to seek a united national dialogue. In Foreign Policy, former Ethiopian Prime Minister Hailemariam Desalegn argues that these well-intentioned views are misconceived. The key problem is, according to Desalegn, "the assumption of moral equivalence, which leads foreign governments to adopt an attitude of false balance and bothsidesism." Supporting the TPLF leadership has significant implications including creating a precedent that violence pays off, a strategy that other ethnically-based groups separatist movements may be encouraged to adopt. Desalegn argues that the Ethiopian government should use the rule of law to ensure the people of Tigray region are participating in a discourse, rather than through the TPLF ‘criminal enterprise’. 
Image credit: Jasmine Halki
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												These articles were selected by Wendy Hu. Wendy Hu is a penultimate year student at the University of Sydney studying a Bachelor of Commerce and a Bachelor of Laws. She has previously interned at the United States House of Representatives and is particularly interested in the international financial system, and US politics and foreign policy.




































		






			UPCOMING EVENT: AIIA NSW'S 'AN EVENING WITH THE INTERNS'
 
Enjoyed what our interns contributed to Columns this year? Join us via Zoom on Tuesday December 1 at 6.30pm AEDT  for 'An Evening with the Interns', a night of presentations from our interns on the issues that have caught their eye in international affairs and foreign policy. Register here and secure your place - registrations close on Monday November 30!









		






			What else we're reading









		· In the Lowy Institute's The Interpreter, Dan Flitton looks at how Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison has started to adopt and use the language of international relations theory.
· In the wake of allegations that Australian soldiers committed war crimes in Afghanistan, Cavan Hogue writes in Pearls and Irritations on whether Australia should pull its forces out of the country.
· As the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade acknowledges 50 years since dropping its former name of 'External Affairs', Graeme Dobell provides a brief history of how this change shaped Australian foreign policy for ASPI's The Strategist.
· A documentary from German broadcaster DW examines the many economic, social and political challenges facing Northern Ireland in a post-Brexit Britain.
· A webinar from Asialink Business in September provides an update on the growing investment and trade relationship between Australia and Japan.
· In Foreign Policy, Edoardo Campanella explores whether COVID-19 and 'peak oil' have both rendered OPEC obsolete.
· As Central America is battered by successive hurricanes, Elizabeth Malkin writes in The Washington Post on whether corruption and government incompetence may exacerbate the impacts of climate change in Central America.
· Politico breaks down the diverging opinions within the Democratic Party over Biden's senior staff picks. 






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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