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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 30 of:
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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors explore China's proposed control regime over the Internet, mass protests in Nigeria and why the US could potentially become the next Greece.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Redesigning the Internet with Chinese characteristics?

An article by Munish Sharma in Eurasia Review reports on the proposal by both Chinese government agencies and tech giant Huawei for a new suite of telecommunications protocols to overcome current limitations of Internet bandwidth, latency and service assurance. The International Telecommunications Union has resisted this approach, claiming that China seeks to impose a centralised control regime on a network expressly intended to operate without such control. However, China continues to remain at the forefront of developing next-generation networks such as 5G, and will likely continue to press its case in this fundamental area of global engagement.
Image credit: IBM Research









		






						This article was selected by Chris Skinner. Chris served thirty years in the Royal Australian Navy in warships that participated in the South East Asian Treaty Organisation, the Vietnam War and surveillance of the North-West Indian Ocean. He joined the AIIA NSW Council in 2019.
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	#endSARS: Police brutality in Nigeria

For the past several weeks, tens of thousands of Nigerians have taken to the streets and social media to demand the abolition of a notorious plainclothes police unit, the Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS). As Ido Vock explains in New Statesman, SARS has been regularly accused of rampant human rights abuses including unlawful detention, torture and extrajudicial executions. A 2016 report by Amnesty International documents some of the harrowing experiences of SARS detainees. However, despite promises for reform, very little appears to have changed. Another report by Amnesty published just four months ago estimates that over 80 incidents of torture and extrajudicial execution have been perpetrated by SARS between 2017 and mid-2020. Authorities have relented to immense pressure and stated their intention to disband and replace SARS but, as Gimba Kakanda recalls for Time, police continue to crack down on protesters with extreme violence. However, young Nigerians are optimistic that the movement will lead to systemic change. Vome Aghoghovbia-Gafaar notes that previously marginalised groups are spearheading the movement, while Chibundu Onuzo suggests that the protests represent a key part of the broader Black Lives Matter movement.
Image credit: AMISOM Public Information









		






		These articles were selected by Euan Moyle. Euan is a final-year Master of International Relations student at the University of Sydney. He is currently a risk analyst and editor for Foreign Brief, and a Young Leader with the US-based international affairs think tank Pacific Forum. He has formerly interned with the Lowy Institute. Euan has served on the Council since 2019.
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	Why the US risks becoming the next Greece
 
In the wake of the 2008 global financial crisis, there was a lot of discussion that, unless its budget deficit was brought under control, the United States would become like Greece. However, these warnings proved to be unfounded. That being said, there are still risks of a different variety. In this edition of the Odd Lots podcast, Bloomberg editors Tracey Alloway and Joe Weisenthal speak with economist Michael Hudson on the risk of too much private sector debt in the US and the potential that it has to permanently degrade consumption and investment.
Image credit: herr_hartmann









		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, Amelia Proudlove looks at New Zealand after Ardern's landslide victory, and the future of global economic cooperation. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	After the Landslide
 
As the world watched, the citizens of New Zealand went to the polls and voted overwhelmingly for Jacinda Ardern and her New Zealand Labour Party. While her popularity and mandate are clear, there remains the question of how her government will act to rebuild an economy decimated by COVID-19. These future challenges and what they hold for New Zealand are discussed by Dick Grant in the Lowy Institute's The Interpreter, who suggests that there will be real pressure in Ardern's second term to boost the economy in the face of rising government debt and deficit. Dick argues that New Zealand must not face these challenges alone, but must strive to achieve international cooperation to regenerate the post-COVID global economy. 
Image credit: Nevada Halbert
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	Economic Cooperation in a Post-Pandemic World
 
The call for leadership in the international economic order is growing as the ripples of a disintegrating liberal system and global pandemic continue to take their toll. The long term reasons for these challenges are highlighted by Bilahari Kausikan in Australian Outlook, who notes that the current system of trade, investment and cooperation is not a natural occurrence. Kausikan argues that with the disruption of the open international economic system, a future system will “require great agility of mind and policy”. To Kausikan, there is no state or group of states that could serve as leader of any future order, and there will likely be no return to a pre-COVID and pre-Trump status quo ante. Individual states will need to rapidly adapt their institutions to adjust to this new normal, and resist pressures from a transactional US and a distrusted, mercantilist China.
Image credit: Marcus Spiske









		






						These articles were selected by Amelia Proudlove. Amelia is in her final year of a dual degree of a Bachelors of Arts/Law majoring in International Law and Global Governance at Macquarie University. During her studies she has focused on the role of international humanitarian law during conflicts, changing security, and counterterrorism. Amelia has been interning with the AIIA since February 2020.


















		






			What else we're reading









		· In the London Review of Books, Sadakat Kadri notes that acquiescence in Belarusian dictator Alyaksandr Lukashenka's decades-long dictatorship was reversed by his poor handling of COVID-19.
· Lisa Lerer and Reid J. Epstein, writing for the New York Times, explains why Biden has been able to claw back supporters Hillary Clinton lost in 2016.
· The Economist interviews Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny following his recovery from an attempted assassination in August.
· Hans van Leeuwen writes in the Australian Financial Review on the experiences of outgoing Australian Ambassador to France Brendan Berne. In March 2019, Ambassador Berne addressed AIIA NSW on Australia and France in the Indo-Pacific region.
· In the Sydney Morning Herald, Cheryl Durrant links Chinese moves to limit Australian coal imports to its recently announced climate change policies.
· Michèle Flournoy, former US Under Secretary of Defense for Policy during the Obama Administration, spoke with the United States Studies Centre at the University of Sydney on the strategic future of the US in the Indo-Pacific.
· In GQ, Julia Ioffe explores the strange 'Havana Syndrome' that has plagued US diplomats and intelligence officers both at home and abroad.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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