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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 28 of:
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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors take a dive into the famine in Yemen, South Africa's military planning and Xi's climate announcement.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	An avoidable tragedy: famine in Yemen

The humanitarian crisis in Yemen appears to be only worsening as it endures the sixth year of a prolonged and bloody civil war. The death toll from terrorist attacks and bombing campaigns grows by the day, while a lack of central government means the country is woefully unprepared for the challenge of COVID-19. The biggest problem facing Yemenis, however, is starvation and famine. Aid from Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, an attempt to save face amidst criticism of their role in the conflict, is running out and is unlikely to continue. This article in The Economist serves as a summary of these and other issues exacerbating famine in Yemen and examines the potential way forward for the fragmented country. For an issue that so rarely gets airtime, this article provides an insightful read.
Image credit: Kate Nevens









		






						This film was selected by Nicole King. Nicole is an AIIA NSW Council Member and recent graduate of the University of Sydney with a double degree in Arts (Government and International Relations, Spanish and Latin American Studies) and Economics (Environmental and Resource Economics). She is particularly interested in the intersection of environmental politics and international security.
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	South Africa mulls the future of its military
 
The 2014 South African Defence Review provided a bleak assessment of the country’s military, arguing that it was locked into a ‘critical state of decline.’ In an interview with The Conversation, military sociologist Lindy Heinecken argues that addressing this decline will require some hard decisions by policymakers. These include not only replacing outdated equipment but also addressing the misappropriation of funds and reducing the number of personnel serving in medium and long-term tenures. More importantly, South Africa will need to develop clear strategic objectives for its military and resolve the growing disconnect between military and political leaders. However, with its already strained economy now decimated by COVID-19, South African policymakers may not be willing to spend the huge sums necessary for major military reform.
Image credit: GovernmentZA









		






		This article was selected by Euan Moyle. Euan is a final-year Master of International Relations student at the University of Sydney. He is currently a risk analyst and editor for Foreign Brief, and a Young Leader with the US-based international affairs think tank Pacific Forum. He has formerly interned with the Lowy Institute. Euan has served on the Council since 2019.
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	Did Xi just save the world?
 
In a little-noticed video address to the United Nations General Assembly last month, Chinese President Xi Jinping said that China will aim to have carbon dioxide emissions “peak before 2030 and achieve carbon neutrality before 2060.” Writing in Foreign Policy, Columbia University’s Adam Tooze argues that, with those words, the Chinese President may have “redefined the future prospects for humanity”. Acknowledging this may sound like hyperbole, Tooze says that in the world of climate politics it is hard to exaggerate China’s centrality. The era in which the United States was the decisive voice of climate action has passed, and China - and  Europe - are now charging ahead.
Image credit: UN Geneva









		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week Wendy Hu discusses the importance of the upcoming US election and violence in Columbia.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	The Most Important Election…Ever?
 
The US has witnessed many watershed moments, yet the upcoming election on November 3 stands to be the most consequential event in its history. Michael Hirsh argues in Foreign Policy that the re-election of President Trump will irrevocably damage the 244 year old democratic project and forever undermine the legitimacy of the postwar liberal world order. Unlike the critical elections of 1800 and 1860, the US of 2020 is a global hegemon. Even with a Biden victory, it is hard to imagine a complete reversal back to the institutionalised, treaty-based system of foreign policy. Without a rekindling of the old desire to be the global peacekeeper, the US will likely become "another abject discard on the ash heap of failed republics going back to ancient Rome and Greece."
Image credit: Element5 Digital
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	Crimes Against the Poor in Colombia
 
In September, Javier Ordoñez was killed by Colombian police for violating social distancing rules. His death, write Dr Elliot Dolan-Evans, Dr Eleanor Gordon and Dr Gustavo Rojas-Páez, was ‘chillingly similar’ to that of George Floyd in the US earlier this year. COVID-19 has provided a smokescreen for long-standing state-sanctioned violence against marginalised groups in Colombia, particularly indigenous and Afro-Colombian people. In 2020 alone, there have been up to 56 massacres. Ordoñez being repeatedly tasered and choked, however, appeared to be the ‘tipping point’. Violent protests erupted in predominantly working-class cities and suburbs.Renewed international attention on Colombia should be channeled into bringing the 2016 peace agreement, which formally ended 52 years of armed conflict with FARC-EP, into fruition.
Image credit: Carlos Castri Ruge









		






				These articles were selected by Wendy Hu. Wendy is a penultimate year student at the University of Sydney studying a Bachelor of Commerce and a Bachelor of Laws. She has previously interned at the United States House of Representatives and is particularly interested in the international financial system, and US politics and foreign policy.












		






			What else we're reading









		· For the Development Policy Blog, Australian National University Professor Stephen Howes breaks down changes to Australia's aid and development funding outlined in Tuesday's federal budget.
· Denise Fisher suggests that increased polarisation and growing ethnic divides have made the victory of loyalists in New Caledonia's second independence referendum a Pyrrhic one.
· In the South China Morning Post, Alessandro Arduino writes on how the ongoing conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the disputed region of Nagorno-Karabakh is shedding light on the 'new' art of war.
· On The Minefield, Waleed Aly and Scott Stephens are joined by writer Christos Tsiolkas to discuss whether we can, or should, attempt to "escape the political".
· The ABC's North Asia correspondent Jake Sturmer provides an insight into the recent Quadrilateral Security Dialogue meeting in Tokyo.
· The New Yorker takes an in-depth look at the Lincoln Project, the conservative super-PAC trying to unseat Republican US President Donald Trump. 






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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