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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 27 of:
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			From Our Patron
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	Modern slavery and Australia’s response

Our Patron Her Excellency the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC, Governor of New South Wales, has updated her 2019 Charteris Oration with an article noting that global Covid-19 restrictions have increased the risk of abusive employment going undetected. The reporting deadline under the Commonwealth’s Modern Slavery Act 2018 has been extended to 31 March 2021. The New South Wales Modern Slavery Act 2018 has not yet entered into force, following the March 2020 report of the Legislative Council Standing Committee on Social Issues. Both the Commonwealth and State acts rely on a “name and shame” approach, with little active engagement by corporations to combat slavery-like working conditions. You can find Her Excellency's update here and a copy of last year's Charteris Oration here.
Image credit: Governor of New South Wales









		






						The Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC is an Australian jurist who is the 39th and current Governor of New South Wales, serving since 2 May 2019. She was formerly the president of the New South Wales Court of Appeal, the first woman to hold the office, from 2013 until February 2019.


















		






			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors recommend a new art exhibition, and ponder the future of Taiwan. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Spiritual Bonding Between Land and People
 
Spiritual Bonding between Land and People is the title of a virtual exhibition by Chinese Australian artist Zhou Xiaoping currently accessible through the website of the Australia China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University.  It eloquently expresses the creativity that can be generated by international cultural exchanges. Zhou has spent some twenty years living and studying with Aboriginal communities in Central and Northern Australia.  This exhibition, culled from works exhibited in Sydney and Melbourne, represents the summation of his experience. 
Image credit: Zhou Xiaoping | Western Sydney University









		






						This article was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	Between the Giants: The Taiwanese Navy in an Era of Great Power Competition
 
Recent unrest in Hong Kong and increasing US/China tensions are now being followed by questions about the future of Taiwan. The capability of Taiwan to resist aggressive behaviour from the PLA is partially determined by their own capability as well as that of allies especially USA. This article discusses the capability of the Taiwanese navy and the potential to resist PLA-N should conflict arise. These arguments are of concern, mainly because they illustrate the dilemma that Australia will face should the US demand others assist it in supporting Taiwan. 
Image credit: US Navy









		






							This article was selected by Chris Skinner. Chris served thirty years in the Royal Australian Navy in warships that participated in the South East Asian Treaty Organisation, the Vietnam War and surveillance of the North-West Indian Ocean. He joined the AIIA NSW Council in 2019. 





















		






			[image: A picture containing outdoor, grass, water, blue

Description automatically generated]


	Businesses and the Climate

It’s never been easy for businesses to plan for the future, but today they face two particularly large challenges: recovering from the COVID-19 pandemic and reducing their greenhouse gas emission output. While the first has received a lot of attention recently, the challenge of the second issue should not be underestimated. In a recent ‘special report’ the Economist looks at how businesses can adapt to a low carbon future. The report spans issues from carbon taxing, to extreme weather, shareholder activism and disruptive energy technologies. It paints a picture of an economy in dire need of rethinking. ‘Building back green’ in the wake of the COVID-induced recession will be crucial for getting a handle on climate change in the years ahead.
Image credit: taryn









		






								This article was selected by Alex McManis. Alex holds a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours in Government and International Relations from the University of Sydney. He is currently the Climate and Energy Security Fellow at Young Australians in International Affairs. Alex has served on the Council since 2019.
























		






			What else we're reading









		· Channel 4 remembers Sir Harold Evans, acclaimed editor of the London Sunday Times, famous for his campaigning journalism
· AIIA NSW Councillor Alex McManis explores the state of international climate negotiations in an article for Young Australians in International Affairs blog, Insights. 
· The ABC's podcast America If You're Listening examines the relationship between the Trump administration and Saudi Arabia. 
· The book China's Grand Strategy and Australia's Future in the New Global Order by former Ambassador to China Geoff Raby is due to be released in November. Pre-orders are now available.
· An article in Australian Foreign Affairs examines the growing role of cyber intelligence, including signals traffic in Wuhan which warned Vietnam of Covid-19; Vietnam was an early success in controlling the virus.
· The New York Times reflects on the recent arrest of Paul Rusesabagina, the hotelier made famous by the movie Hotel Rwanda for his role protecting Tutsi refugees during the Rwandan Genocide, amid his ongoing rivalry with incumbent Rwandan President Paul Kagame.
· Fiona Cunningham of the US Studies Centre has published Managing US-China nuclear risks; a guide for Australia, examining the dangers for Australia if current tensions between the US and China prompt the inadvertent or deliberate use of nuclear weapons in our region.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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