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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 23 of:
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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, Councillors reflect on the legacy of Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, the future of the 'long peace' and major shakeups in British foreign and defence policy.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Shinzo Abe: The Captain Who Steadied the Ship
 
Japan’s longest-serving Prime Minister Shinzo Abe resigned without warning on 28 August.  He was known to have been in poor health, but the sudden announcement left people in shock. The Editorial Board of the East Asia Forum have published a succinct but comprehensive article explaining the background to his decision and canvassing the important issues that Japan will face after his departure. Abe is described as having a steady hand on the wheel but, as captain, failing to steer the ship towards his ambitious goals. Priorities for his successor will be control of a second wave of COVID-19 and preparation for hosting the delayed Olympic Games in 2021. Some further insightful comments on Abe and Australia-Japan relations come from David Walton and Akimoto Daisuke in a piece published in the Lowy Institute's The Interpreter.
Image credit: Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff









		






						This article was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	A long peace, and for how long?
 
It is said that the era since 1945 is a 'long peace'. When people talk about the 'long peace', they usually mean that there has been no war between major powers during this period. War between the major powers has been and surely could be catastrophic, and so its unprecedented absence is something that we should be grateful for. However, the question remains: how can this state of affairs be explained, and how long is it likely to last? The 2011 book The Better Angels of our Nature by psychologist Steven Pinker and the 2017 book The Causes of War and the Spread of Peace by Israeli professor Azar Gat examine this important issue.
Image credit: Jeff Attaway









		






						These books were selected by Bob Howard. Bob researches aspects of the history of international relations in the twentieth century, with special reference to developments in international security. He is an honorary associate and former lecturer in the Department of Government and International Relations at the University of Sydney, and has written extensively on international relations, international security and Australian politics.
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	Strategic Suspense: British Foreign and Defence Policy at a Crossroads

As Alice Pannier explains in War on the Rocks, 2020 is a momentous year for British foreign and defence policy. The United Kingdom is now undertaking two distinct projects that could impact its national security for generations. First, the country is negotiating a deal that will determine its “future relationship” with the European Union, most importantly in trade. Second, the British government has undertaken an integrated review of its security, defence, development and foreign policies. Pannier argues that both projects are of enormous consequence for the West, extremely difficult and uncertain yet inextricably related to each other. 
Image credit: Number 10









		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, Evangeline Larsen takes a look at the role of Brunei in brokering a resolution in the South China Sea and the emerging foreign policy fractures between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Brunei dives into the South China Sea dispute

The small but immensely wealthy nation of Brunei is set to take over as chair of the Association of South East Asian Nations next year, and has made clear its desire to peacefully resolve the South China Sea dispute. Assuming the chair from Vietnam, Brunei is likely to take a more subdued approach to the dispute due to their strong relations with China. The two countries have been important partners and investors in each other's development endeavours, which has meant that Brunei has favoured multilateral dispute resolution over inflaming tensions further in the South China Sea. With the potential for Brunei to take a more ASEAN-centric approach to solving the crisis, Foreign Brief's Vivek Ganesh asks whether a resolution is in sight.
Image credit: williamnyk
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	Pakistan stands up to 'big brother' Saudi Arabia

A general mood of discontent has emerged among Pakistani policymakers over Pakistan's relationship with Saudi Arabia, argues Umair Jamal in The Diplomat. Pakistani foreign minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi recently outlined plans to hold a meeting regarding Kashmir with other Muslim countries outside of the Saudi-led Organisation of Islamic Countries. The move angered Saudi Arabia, whose self-appointed position as the leader of the Muslim world has meant that it has often driven Pakistan's foreign policy decisions. However, it appears that Islamabad is beginning to resist these power moves, and is instead developing stronger relations with countries such as Turkey.
Image credit: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf









		






				These articles were selected by Evangeline Larsen. Evangeline is a Dual BA graduate with degrees from the University of Sydney and Science Po, France, majoring in French and International Relations. Having also studied in Lebanon, she is particularly interested in Middle Eastern politics and is becoming an accredited mediator to learn more about conflict resolution.












		






			What else we're reading









		· AIIA NSW intern Amelia Proudlove writes on whether the label of being the 'graveyard of empires' remains relevant to Afghanistan.
· For East Asia Forum, Dr Sam Bateman sets out a definitive explanation of Australia's position on various claims in the South China Sea.
· A visual explainer from the International Crisis Group analyses the ongoing conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh, including a list of reported incidents and casualties since 2015.
· Businessman and former Ambassador to China Geoff Raby argues that Australia needs to make its own decisions, in its own national interests, about relations with China.
· Lowy Institute Research Fellow Alexandre Dayant explores the demographic influences on New Caledonia's upcoming second referendum on independence.
· For The Atlantic, Olga Khazan outlines the reasons that contact tracing has failed to curb the spread of COVID-19 in the US.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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