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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 24 of:
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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors examine Australia's relations with China, the implications of the proposed Foreign Relations Bill, Canberra's activities in Timor-Leste and the influence of Saudi Arabia in Indonesia.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	What should we do about China?
 
Deteriorating relations with China continue to be a focus of discussion and commentary in the press, and several recent pieces are worth mentioning. Kirsty Needham of Reuters provides a generally successful summary of how we have reached the present low point in relations. From Hong Kong, John Power of the South China Morning Post speculated whether we have actually reached rock bottom yet. Economist and former Australian Ambassador to China Ross Garnaut commented in the Australian Financial Review that increased vigilance regarding Chinese intentions was necessary but should be kept in perspective, noting the strategic and economic importance of continuing to engage with Beijing.
Image credit: jlgavino









		






						This article was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	Australia's Foreign Relations Bill
 
The Morrison government has been criticised for proposed legislation to require federal approval for formal agreements between foreign governments and Australian local and state governments, independent state agencies and universities. Melissa Conley Tyler of the University of Melbourne argues that the legislation is obtrusive and largely unnecessary. Former senior public servant Ian Cunliffe analyses the detail of the scheme and expresses concern that it will be applied with a heavy hand, particularly when China is involved. Professor Graeme Orr from the University of Queensland predicts that the first application of the legislation will be to stymie Victoria's engagement with China's Belt and Road Initiative and to banish Confucius Institutes from Australian universities.
Image credit: Jason Tong









		






						This article was selected by Ian Lincoln, President of AIIA NSW since 2017. Ian was in the Department of Foreign Affairs for 33 years including postings in Asia, Africa, Europe and the Pacific. He was later an appellate member of the Refugee Review Tribunal and has worked in a number of community organisations.
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	Bernard Collaery, East Timor and Governmental Duplicity

For the past several years, there have been rumours and rumblings about some clandestine - and potentially illegal - activities undertaken by the Australian government in Timor-Leste following its independence in 2002. In an article for Pearls and Irritations, retired Anglican Bishop of Canberra and Goulburn George Browning argues that the Australian government was instrumental in bugging Timorese government offices, along with engaging in other activities to support private interests outside of those in the government sphere. The article raises quite a few issues that are uncomfortable to contemplate.
Image credit: Adam Jones









		






						This article was selected by Glen Robinson. Glen has spent the last 30 years providing advice and assistance to organisations wishing to establish or enhance a commercial presence in the ASEAN region. He has developed a wide range of colleagues in both government and the private sector in the region.
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	Saudi Arabia's transformation of Indonesia

Indonesia, one of our closest neighbours, has been hailed as a rising economic superstar. As firms from South Korea, Japan and China race to sign lucrative defence and infrastructure contracts with Jakarta, Australia has also been consolidating its own economic foothold through bilateral free trade agreements. Yet while East Asia and the West have been aiming to seize on Indonesia's economic potential, little has been done to win the hearts and minds of the Indonesian people. As Krithika Varagur writes in The Guardian, Saudi Arabian money and influence has slowly pushed a once vibrant, multi-faith democracy towards Islamic ultra-conservatism and intolerance. With a relatively young population and high unemployment, the lure of ultra-conservative, Saudi-sponsored Islam may prove to be a turning point not just for our region, but for Indonesian democracy itself.
Image credit: Prayitno









		






						This article was selected by Chris Khatouki. Chris is an AIIA NSW councillor and has spent the last year working for the Gyeongsangnam-do Office of Education in South Korea. He recently graduated with First Class Honours in International Relations from the University of Wollongong, where he also received the University Medal.


















		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, Nimaya Mallikahewa explores whether Britain will send its aircraft carrier to the South China Sea and the future trajectory of Sri Lankan foreign policy.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Will the UK send its aircraft carrier to the South China Sea?

In the wake of the UK's response to unrest in Hong Kong, the COVID-19 pandemic and Huawei's role in Britain's 5G network, relations between China and the UK have turned confrontational. For The Diplomat, Niall Gray argues that the potential - but still uncertain - deployment of the UK's aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth in the South China Sea could reveal if the Johnson government intends to remain on a collision course with Beijing. Gray argues that Britain's ambiguity over the carrier's deployment may be deliberate, however, it is likely that whatever decision is made it will not be made in isolation. Gray notes that the aircraft carrier's role will ultimately be to maintain the rules-based international order in partnership with Britain's allies, particularly the US.
Image credit: Think Defence
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	Where to for Sri Lanka's foreign policy?

In the wake of the resounding victory for the Rajapaksa family in last month's Sri Lankan general election, international attention is now focusing on the new government's potential foreign policy. For the Lowy Institute's The Interpreter, Shakthi De Silva explores several noteworthy occurrences in Sri Lankan foreign policy following the election. These include new responsibilities for the Minister of Foreign Relations to assess bilateral agreements for potentially detrimental impacts to the nation's economy, a new ministerial portfolio tasked with building deeper ties with Southeast Asian nations and the appointment of a retired admiral to the post of Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Relations, a post normally reserved for career diplomats. These changes signal a foreign policy focus on geographical neighbours and other Southeast Asian nations. Da Silva reasons, however, that it will likely be investments and personal chemistry with foreign leaders that will direct foreign policy over the next five years.
Image credit: Mahinda Rajapaksa









		






				These articles were selected by Nimaya Mallikahewa. Nimaya is in the final year of her double Bachelor’s degrees in International Studies and Media (PR & Advertising) at UNSW, where she has focused her research on development aid, transitional justice, maritime security and foreign policy in the Indian Ocean region. She has interned at AIIA NSW since February 2020.












		






			What else we're reading









		· For Australian Outlook, AIIA NSW intern Evangeline Larsen examines how the psychology behind slow and sudden onset disasters can help explain aid provisions to Lebanon following the Beirut explosion.
· Ross Gittins, drawing heavily on a report by Dr John Edwards for the Lowy Institute, discusses the economic risks for Australia in reducing trade with China.
· With Russia seeking to raise sunken nuclear submarines from the Arctic sea floor, BBC Future's Alex Luhn outlines the potential geopolitical and environmental ramifications for Moscow.
· The Perth USAsia Centre and the United States Studies Centre at the University of Sydney recently held a webinar with former US National Security Advisor Ambassador John Bolton.
· The ABC's China correspondent Bill Birtles writes on his recent whirlwind evacuation from Beijing and the role of Australian diplomatic staff on securing safe passage for him and fellow journalist Mike Smith back to Australia.
· James Curran, Professor of History at the University of Sydney, further reflects on what the removal of Australian journalists from China means for relations between the two countries in an article for the Guardian. 






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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