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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 10 of:
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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors will share with you a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week we look look at Malaysian politics, Australia's G7 invite and what this expanded G7 might look like.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Malaysia: Unresolved Political Turbulence

In an address to a joint meeting of AIIA NSW and the Australia-Malaysia Business Council NSW on 22 March, experienced Southeast Asian analyst Greg Earl analysed the background to the unexpected appointment of a relatively low-profile politician, Muhyuddin Yassin, as Malaysia’s prime minister, presiding over a heterogeneous coalition of mainly Malay politicians. An article on 26 May by Asialink senior adviser Donald Greenlees explores Muyhiddin’s recourse to the Covid-19 crisis – which his government has handled with reasonable success, implementing lockdowns and economic stimulus packages – to shore up his fragile coalition. Slender though his support is, it probably won’t be challenged until parliament resumes in July. Among those jockeying for power will be perennial pretender Anwar Ibrahim.
Image credit: M+M Photographers









		






		This article was selected by Ian Lincoln, President of AIIA NSW since 2017. Ian was in the Department of Foreign Affairs for 33 years including postings in Asia, Africa, Europe and the Pacific. He was later an appellate member of the Refugee Review Tribunal and has worked in a number of community organisations.
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	Post-COVID Inclusion to G7+ Means Australia Needs to Step Up Its Game

The US President’s idea of including Australia in the next G7 meetings heralds a major shift in the nation’s standing on the world stage. But Stephen Kuper writes in the defence industry newsletter Defence Connect that inclusion in the G7 will mean the nation has to take greater control of its economic and strategic destiny in the 21st century. Australia's inclusion in the G7 would mark a major milestone in the nation's position as a post-Second World War 'middle power' essential to the longevity and sustainability of the economic, political and strategic order that all nations, including China, are dependent upon for the current status quo.
Image credit: G20 Argentina









		






			This article was selected by Chris Skinner. Chris served thirty years in the Royal Australian Navy in warships that participated in the South East Asian Treaty Organisation, the Vietnam War and surveillance of the North-West Indian Ocean. He joined the AIIA NSW Council in 2019.









		






			[image: ]


	A G7+?
In the Lowy Institute’s The Interpreter, Daniel Flitton argues that US President Donald Trump’s recent proposal to expand the G7 to include South Korea, India, Russia and Australia is ‘flattery with a catch’. While providing nations a seat in one of the most powerful international groupings, the deliberate exclusion of China means that an expanded G7 still fails to reflect contemporary economic realities. There are, however, broader questions about the effectiveness of a G7+. What would it actually do? Is there space for yet another summit in the diplomatic calendar, and if so, does something else need to give? Without purpose or direction, the G7+ could suffer the same problems as the G20 – expensive, complex, stale and potentially lacking consensus.
Image credit: Prescott Pym









		






			This article was selected by Euan Moyle. Euan is a final-year Master of International Relations student at the University of Sydney. He is currently a risk analyst and editor for Foreign Brief, and a Young Leader with the US-based international affairs think-tank Pacific Forum. He has formerly interned with the Lowy Institute. Euan has served on the Council since 2019.









		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we will be inviting one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, Evangeline Larson looks at recent events in the United States and Hong Kong, and how they might develop into the future.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Waking Up America ... Again

Riots have rocked American cities in the last few days as people to take to the streets, despite the risk of coronavirus, to protest against inequality and racism. The murder of George Floyd at the hands of a white police officer has provoked national outrage about the deaths and maltreatment of Black Americans. These protests have been called a “wake up call” and yet the news of white supremacism feels like old news. A panel discussion from Al Jazeera’s Inside story asks three activists and professors whether, with Trump at the helm of a spiralling crisis, it is possible for the US to overcome its divisions?
Image credit: Fibonacci Blue
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	Countdown to 2047

According to political analyst Grant Wyeth in an article for The Diplomat, Australia needs to start thinking about the implications of Hong Kong’s future long before 2047. With China unlikely to honour the special autonomous status of Hong Kong, many residents are considering emigrating and Australia is high on the list of options. Professor John Wong's address earlier in the year at AIIA NSW brought to light the pessimistic reality of Hong Kong’s future. With this in mind, it is clear that Australia will have to think deeply about how its migration program will support those seeking a new life in a country that values freedom and transparency.
Image credit: Studio Incendo









		






		These articles were selected by Evangeline Larsen. Evangeline is in her final semester of a Dual Bachelor of Arts between the University of Sydney and Sciences Po, France where she majors in French and International Relations. Having recently spent a semester in Lebanon, she is particularly interested in Middle Eastern politics and peace-building initiatives. 






		






			What else we're reading









		· The FiveThirtyEight team discuss the significance of vice presidential picks for party nominees and the considerations that the Biden campaign is currently making as it vets potential running mates. 
· Still on US politics, check out live results and analysis of Tuesday's US primaries with this interactive from the New York Times.
· The Economist checks in on the progress in negotiations for a post-Brexit EU-UK trade deal and the prospects of a deal before the end of the year.
· The South China Morning Post reports that Australian Trade Minister Simon Birmingham is concerned at potential trade diversion, contrary to WTO rules, of beef and barley exports to China from Australian to US suppliers.
· A report by German broadcaster ZDF on ABC's Four Corners looks at the ways that North Korea has managed to circumvent UN sanctions in order to acquire cash.
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