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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 6 of:
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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors will share with you a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week we look at recent comments by the Chinese Ambassador to Australia, how Israeli politics has been affected by COVID-19 and David Enrich's book on Deutsche Bank's checkered past. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Who would be a Chinese Ambassador?

AIIA NSW Councillor Jocelyn Chey has published a nuanced analysis of comments recently made by the PRC Ambassador Cheng Jingye. Jocelyn notes the Ambassador was trapped by a leading question that he failed to escape from. "He was certainly foolish, but we should look at his entire statement and not take one remark out of context." The issue of sound bites being spun to increase measures of audience engagement can lead an overly stretched truth to falsity. During a public health emergency, this aspect of traditional and social media can have long lasting impacts - or perhaps it will be all forgotten with the next tweet.
Image credit: Alpha









		






		This article was selected by Thom Dixon. Thom is the Vice-President of AIIA NSW. He is undertaking a PhD at Macquarie University looking at emerging technology and international security, and is an honorary research fellow with Remi AI. He regularly writes on issues in research, innovation and international affairs.
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	Israel: Netanyahu saved by Covid-19?

In an article dated 24 April in the London Review of Books, Yonatan Mendel of Ben-Gurion University sets out events that have resulted in Benjamin Netanyahu remaining as Prime Minister despite marginal results in the Israeli general election of 2 March, the third in 11 months. Netanyahu was due to face court on 17 March over allegations of fraud, breach of trust and bribery, but on 15 March the Justice Minister announced that the courts would close due to the Covid-19 crisis. Calling for a unity government in times of crisis, Netanyahu is establishing an unexpected coalition with his main electoral opponents, including from Benny Gantz’s the Blue and White list. However, an AP report of 5 May claims that the High Court heard petitions on 3 May seeking to block Netanyahu from forming a government because of his indictment. 
Image credit: Kobi Gideon/GPO/PM's Office









		






		This article was selected by Ian Lincoln, President of AIIA NSW since 2017. Ian was in the Department of Foreign Affairs for 33 years including postings in Asia, Africa, Europe and the Pacific. He was later an appellate member of the Refugee Review Tribunal and has worked in a number of community organisations.
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	Dark Towers: Deutsche Bank, Donald Trump, and an Epic Trail of Destruction. 

David Enrich’s latest book tells the story of the notorious global financial giant, Deutsche Bank. Enrich explores how ambition, greed and occasionally guilt contributed to the bank’s current dysfunction. He traces the bank’s history and key players, from its establishment in the 1870s, through its collaboration with the Nazis to its post-war rehabilitation and more recent scandals. Enrich’s historical approach reveals both change and continuity. For example, in the 1880s Deutsche Bank repeatedly bailed out a flamboyant American developer, drawing clear parallels to its relationship with Donald Trump just over a century later. With the Supreme Court scheduled this month to decide whether Deutsche Bank must comply with a congressional subpoena to hand over President Trump’s financial records, this book is a must-read now more than ever.
Image Credit: Harper Collins









		






		This book was selected by Vicki Sideris. Vicki recently graduated as a Bachelor of Commerce (International Studies) at UNSW, majoring in International Relations and International Business. She is a compliance associate at Macquarie Group, and has previously interned at the Australia-Thai Chamber of Commerce in Bangkok, the Social Impact Hub and AIIA NSW. Vicki has served on Council since 2018.






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we will be inviting one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, Evangeline Larsen looks at how law enforcement law organisations have been selectively using their new emergency powers and how Japanese politics has been impacted by the Olympics' postponement.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Privilege is not under lockdown

Coronavirus is requiring us to live inside our ‘bubbles’, but sometimes it needs popping to reveal the reality of the world beyond our front doors. Eda Seyhan has been tracking police abuses during the pandemic, highlighting how law enforcement agencies globally have misused emergency powers. Whilst enforcing strict curfews and lockdowns, police in countries such as India and France have unleashed unnecessary violence on citizens, particularly those from marginalised populations. In Sydney, public health infringements have been disproportionately issued in predominantly migrant and Indigenous areas, despite low infection rates. Increased criminalisation during COVID-19 is an issue to watch.
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	The Olympics Curse

Every 40 years the Olympic curse rears its ugly head. This year, it is Japan’s turn to face the harsh economic and political repercussions of a postponed Olympics. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe was staking much of his legacy and his ambitious plans for Japan’s future on the success of the games. Abe has strong intentions of maintaining Japan’s importance in the global playing field and the 2020 Olympics were to place him on the winner’s podium. With the potential for 1.4 percent GDP drop if the games do not go ahead, Abe may instead taste defeat, particularly considering his unpopular response to the pandemic.
Image Credit: Andrew Meger









		






		These articles were selected by Evangeline Larsen. Evangeline is in her final semester of Dual Bachelor of Arts between the University of Sydney and Sciences Po, France where she majors in French and International Relations. Having recently spent a semester in Lebanon, she is particularly interested in Middle Eastern politics and peace-building initiatives. 






		






			What else we're reading









		· The Asia Chessboard, a podcast from the CSIS, interviews former Indonesian ambassador to the US Dr Dino Djalal on Indonesia’s strategic culture and its relations with China, Australia and the US. 
· Colin Chapman analyses the EU’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic in an article for Australian Outlook.
· Still on COVID-19, the New York Times investigates how Australia and New Zealand have managed the virus, with its possible elimination from both nations.
· In an article for Pearls and Irritations, Gary Sampson from Melbourne University argues that growing pressures for protectionism will need to be confronted in the post-pandemic world. 
· A webinar for Foreign Affairs with Daniel Kurtz-Phelan, David G. Victor and Rebecca Henderson
looks at climate change and the role that technology and the private sector can play to combat it.
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