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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 5 of:
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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors will share with you a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week we introduce you to a podcast with Professor David Runicman and Thomas Pikketty, and an article on Guinea's recent constitutional referendum. Check them out!

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	A History of Ideas

David Runicman is a name familiar to political junkies world-wide. The Professor of Politics at Cambridge is a leading writer on democracy, political theory and modern politics, and for years has hosted the top-rating podcast ‘Talking Politics’. Now that podcast has a spin-off with the new series ‘Talking Politics: History of Ideas’ where Runicman talks his audience through the work of key political thinkers who’s ideas have shaped modern politics, beginning with Hobbes and Wollstonecraft. For anyone interested in philosophy and political ideas and looking for something to listen to in isolation, it’s definitely worth a listen.
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	Pikketty on COVID-Economics and the EU
 
The European Union is often viewed as a fragile construction. It is held together by an overlapping web of political and financial institutions that are variously praised as helping to develop common identities and purposes, and derided for being inefficient and at tension with classic notions of state sovereignty. For those reasons it is perhaps unsurprising that the EU’s response to COVID-19, particularly the economic dimension of the crisis, has been heatedly debated. This week Politico interviewed French economist and bestselling author Thomas Pikketty and discussed the economics and politics of the crisis unfolding in Europe. Take a look at the link to see what his take-aways were.
Image credit: Thijs ter Haar









		






		This article was selected by Alex McManis. Alex holds a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours in Government and International Relations from the University of Sydney, where he wrote his thesis on the 2015 UN climate negotiations in Paris. He has served on the Council since 2019.
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	Beguilement: Alpha Conde and Africa's third-term syndrome

An overwhelming majority of voters in Guinea have voted in favour of a new constitution, which President Alpha Condé argued was necessary to improve gender equality in the West African nation. However, critics have argued that an amendment imposing new presidential term limits would not recognise terms served under the previous constitution, paving the way for Condé to extend his rule for another 12 years. Wesley Kajirwa suggests that this new amendment may have a significant impact on upcoming presidential elections later this year, with the possibility that ethnic and religious violence will spiral out of control. Despite muted reactions from the African Union, Guinea could risk becoming diplomatically isolated and economically disadvantaged. Much of this, however, depends on the strength of Guinea’s opposition parties and whether Condé runs for another term in October – a possibility which he has already hinted at.
Image credit: DFID









		






		This article was selected by Euan Moyle. Euan is a final-year Master of International Relations student at the University of Sydney. He is currently a risk analyst and editor for Foreign Brief, and a Young Leader with the US-based international affairs think-tank Pacific Forum. He has formerly interned with the Lowy Institute. Euan has served on the Council since 2019.






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we will be inviting one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, Thomas Shortridge looks at the mental health implications of COVID-19 lockdowns and the future of 'food sovereignty'.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	The Hidden Pandemic

As the world hunkers down to try and delay the spread of COVID-19, attention is slowly turning towards the mental health costs of lockdowns. With people isolated and cut off from support, rates of anxiety and depression have been steadily rising in what experts refer to as a ‘hidden pandemic.’ Much like other global effects of COVID-19, this suffering remains unequally distributed, and this article focuses on one of these particularly affected regions. The ‘mental health crisis’ afflicting Kashmir, exacerbated by the pre-existing lockdown and limited support, is indicative of yet another casualty of COVID-19.
Image credit: Michael Summers
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	Food Sovereignty

For years, the establishment of global food chains, driven by desire for higher efficiency and cheaper goods, has led to large-scale industrial food production. Many nations now import the vast majority of their food supply, rather than grow it domestically. In the age of COVID-19 when global trade is set to plummet, food trade will not be exempted from this as supply chains are cut and production is slowed. The two peasant activists who wrote this article see this as indicative of a broader problem of dependence, a problem that should be solved by nations prioritising ‘food sovereignty’.  
Image credit: Stephen Morrison/DFAT









	



		






		These articles were selected by Thomas Shortridge. Thomas is currently undertaking a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Government and International Relations at the University of Sydney. He currently oversees the New South Wales Debating Union. His research interests focus on comparative politics, authoritarian regimes, democratic transitions and African politics.






		






			What else we're reading









		· One of AIIA NSW's former interns, Jasmine Brinsmead, is interviewed by the University of Wollongong about her academic and professional experiences in international relations.
· EarthSky provides a rundown of Earth's upcoming close encounter with Asteroid (52768) 1998 OR2, along with tips on how to watch it at home or online! (Don't worry - it'll be flying by at a safe distance of 6 million kilometres from Earth.)
· For those that enjoyed Bill Gates' TED talk we shared previously, The Economist recently invited him to discuss pandemic preparedness and what we will learn from the COVID-19.
· The US Consulate-General in Sydney, along with Young Australians in International Affairs, will be hosting a 'Chat with a Diplomat' webinar on 30 April to discuss the relationship between Australia and the United States, US foreign policy and American culture.
· An interactive from the New York Times shows how far droplets from sneezes and coughs can travel, and why social distancing is so important to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
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