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		The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales welcomes you to Week 7 of:
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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors will share with you a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week we have a talk between two former Australian foreign ministers, a webinar on China's expulsion of foreign journalists and some suggested reading on 'the Long Peace'.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	The Long Peace

War is hell and peace is a precious thing, and in the modern era, successive attempts have been made to curb the former and preserve the latter: witness the Concert of Europe after the Napoleonic Wars, the League of Nations after WWl and the United Nations (UN) after WWll. We know that the Concert and the League failed, but because we’ve now gone seventy-five years without a major power war – a phenomenon unprecedented in the modern era – many argue that the UN might have worked where the other attempts didn’t. Understanding the reasons for the “long peace” is the focus of a number of works on the international relations of the post-1945 era. Among the many to be recommended are: Azar Gat, The Causes of War and the Spread of Peace; Michael Howard, The Invention of Peace; and Oona Hathaway and Scott Schapiro, The Internationalists. These suggest that the peace is real enough but that it might not be the work of the UN alone.
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		These books were selected by Bob Howard. Bob researches aspects of the history of international relations in the twentieth century, with special reference to developments in international security. He is an honorary associate and former lecturer in the Department of Government and International Relations at the University of Sydney, and has written extensively on international relations, international security and Australian politics. 
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	“Furious Agreement”: Two Former Foreign Ministers Reflect on Current Events

Rarely do two former Foreign Ministers combine to comment on international relations, and even more rarely largely agree in spite of their political differences.  On 12 May the Long Distance Lowy Institute brought Gareth Evans and Julie Bishop together in a discussion moderated by Lowy Executive Director Michael Fullilove. They provided moderate and level-headed comments on the disruption caused by Covid-19, on Australia’s response, on China and the US, and on the probably future shape of the global order.  Their agreement on basic issues was nuanced but sincere.
Image credit: Chatham House and European External Action Service
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	Why China Expelled Foreign Journalists

Was the recent expulsion of American journalists a tit-for-tat reaction to Washington’s actions against Chinese press and how has it impacted on general reporting on Chinese affairs?  Richard McGregor of the Lowy Institute hosted an on-line forum with Josh Chin of the Wall Street Journal, Anna Fifield of The Washington Post and Jane Perlez of the New York Times in a spirited discussion of these questions and reflections on growing restrictions by government and Party authorities in China on the international and the domestic press. 
Image credit: US State Department









		






		These presentations were selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we will be inviting one of our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, Wendy Hu takes a look at whether a post-COVID-19 economic recovery could lead to more aggressive action on climate change, and how Brazil's political crises are distracting from its skyrocketing COVID-19 infection rates.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.






		






			[image: ]


	A greener world post-pandemic?

Carbon dioxide emissions are projected to drop by 8% this year due to a slump in global economic production. To believe that governments will capitalise on the pandemic to direct fiscal stimulus spending towards clean energy initiatives is overly optimistic. ‘Hard economic times rarely inspire support for aspirational missions with seemingly abstract benefits.’ People are unlikely to reward governments for pursuing lofty climate action goals. But pragmatic policy tied to economic recovery, such as the turning of tax credits for zero-emission technologies into cash payments during the 2008-9 financial crisis, will likely gather more support.
Image Credit: Gene









			[image: ]


	Brazil: A crisis on two fronts

Despite not yet reaching its peak, Brazil’s reported coronavirus deaths are nearly three times that of China. Brazil is fast becoming a new epicentre for the pandemic, not least because of its far-right populist President Jair Bolsonaro downplaying the virus as a “minor cold”. However, the healthcare crisis is being overshadowed by another, albeit related, political crisis. The High Court recently ruled President Bolsonaro’s appointment of Alexandre Ramagem as Federal Police Director unconstitutional, sparking anti-democracy protests. At one such protest in Brasilia, President Bolsonaro declared that he would no longer tolerate interference by the High Court or Congress. It is yet another distraction to what should be the administration’s primary concern: controlling the pandemic.
Image Credit: Palácio do Planalto









		






		These articles were selected by Wendy Hu. Wendy is a penultimate year student at the University of Sydney studying a Bachelor of Commerce and a Bachelor of Laws. She has previously interned at the United States House of Representatives and is particularly interested in the international financial system, and US politics and foreign policy.






		






			What else we're reading









		· Journalists Geraldine Doogue and Erik Augustin Palm, and virologist Lena Einhorn, discuss Sweden's unique approach to COVID-19 on Saturday Extra.
· New Yorker columnist Robin Wright looks at whether the Middle East can recover from the COVID-induced oil shock. 
· This week's Economist magazine has a special report on China's banking system and the future of global finance. 
· ABC's Planet America break down who has the edge in US Presidential election race in their latest 'Fireside Chat'. 
· Vietnam's outstanding success with COVID-19 deserves more attention. Early intelligence, social cohesion and strong government control have been key factors.
· Australia lodged a submission opposing a hearing by the International Criminal Court of claims against Israel for alleged abuses in Palestine.
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