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Outline

* Drivers of Chinese assertiveness:
—Nationalism
—Fisheries
— Hydrocarbons
— Strategic Imperatives

e China’s Artificial Islands

* Implications for Australia
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1. Chinese Nationalism

NEVER FORGET
NATIONAL
HUMILIATION

HISTORICAL MEMORY in
CHINESE POLITICS
and FOREIGN RELATIONS

Elite nationalism

Great Dream of
National Revitalisation

Great national
rejuvenation

Mass nationalism —
anti-Japanese

Chauvinism — aggressive
patriotism/impunity

Hactivism




Domestic Actors

Fishing industry

Oil industry
— China National Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC)

Provincial governments
Maritime Enforcement Agencies

— Coast Guard, State Oceanographic Administration

People’s Liberation Army Navy




2015 Regional Maritime Law Enforcement Comparison
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China’s Position Paper
on the South China Sea (2014)

* ‘Chinese activities in the South China Sea
date back to over 2,000 years ago. China
was the first country to discover, name,
explore and exploit the resources of the
South China Sea Islands and the first to
continuously exercise sovereigh powers
over them’.




2. China’s Fishing Industry -
the ‘third maritime arm’
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South China Sea oil and natural gas proved and probable reserves
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Gas-bearing Zones in the South China Sea
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China’s ‘National Mobile Territory’
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4. Strategic Imperatives

U.S. Rebalancing is Containment
Counter-intervention strategy

Protection of Sea Lines of
Communication

Power Projection
— Naval Bases — Hainan and Woody Islands
— Artificial Islands — forward operating bases
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Singapore: Plan to station four
Littoral Combat Ships

Darwin: Proposed ~2, 500 troops,
drawn globally

Perth: U S and Australia discussing a plan
to allow the U.S. Navy greater access
to the Australian naval base here
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drawn mostly from Japan

Japan: ~40,000 troops

South Korea: ~28 500 troops

Philippines. ~500 rotational troops,
expanded cooperation and rotational
arrangements under discussion
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Chlnaa.,s Counter- Interventlon Strategy
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FIGURE 2. EMERGING CHINESE ANTI-ACCESS/AREA-DENIAL CAPABILITI|

PLAN vessel ranges illustrate
maximum time on station” -
(unreplenished) at stated range




Protection of Major Shipping Routes
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Power Projection — Naval Bases

Tunnels to
underground
facility

Demagnetization
facility

Submarine cave
entrance

Jin-class SSBN




Woody Island, Paracels




i S 0

/
~
— -’
. ——
[

Sansha raised
to prefecture-
level city in July
2012 with
continuing
responsibility
over Paracel
Islands,
Macclesfield
Bank and the
Spratly Islands




5. China’s Artificial Islands — Not Land Reclamation
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China is Only Catching Up

Timeline of Infrastructure and Capability Improvements on Spratly Outposts

Support buildings at
[{ilL 4 oulposts; road cleared
around Thitu Islond

New buildings buill, new
pier under consfruction
af ifu Aba

New building, water
1 storage; refurbished 2 air
hangers at Swallow Reef

2009

2009-2015
2011-2015
equipment

Built helipads
VNM at 6 oufposts

Communicafion Equipment
@nﬂ at multiple outposts

3000 meter aifield under
consfruction
at Fiery Cross Reef

ISR infrasiructure being
established
Note: No visible improvements to Malaysian or Philippine comms, MDA, or defensive infrasfructure 2009-2015 at most outposts




What about ‘self-restraint’?

* In November 2002 China and the ASEAN
states agreed to:

e ‘exercise self-restraint in the conduct of
activities that would complicate or escalate
disputes and affect peace and stability [in the
South China Sea].’

— Declaration on Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea (DOC)




Total Reclaimed Area: Approx 10 Hectares
Aviation: Approx 3,000 meters long airstrip
Port Facility 5 Jetties
Distance to Palawan: 266 NM
S Distance to China: 545 NM
Prraaas
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KAGITINGAN (Fiery Cross) REEF
(PHOTO TAKEN: 07 May 2015)




AL STRUCTURE

fotal Reclaimed Area: 76 Hectares
Fort Facility 3 Jetty
Distance to Falawan: 238 NM
Distance to China: 503 NM

ZAMORA (Subi) REEF
(PHOTO TAKEN: 06 May 2015)




Subi Reef Sepiember 3, 2015




runway subgrading

width ~ 60 meters

Subi Reef, South China Sea
3 Sept, 2015




PANGANIBAN (Mischief) REEF
(PHOTO TAKEN: 05 MAY 2015)




Mischief Reef Airfield




Total reclaimed Area: Approx 10.9 Hectares

Primary Building: Approx 4,128 sgm floor area; 6-stories

Port Facility: 1 Jetty, 1 Permanent Pier (can accommodate a 130m ship)
" Distance to Palawan: 194 NM

Distance 1o China 977 NM

- DLD STRUCTURE

MABINI (Johnson) REEF
(PHOTO TAKEN: 09 May 2015)
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Total reclaimed Area . Approx 24.6 Hectares

Primary Building Approx 4, 128 sqgm fir area; 6-stories
Aviation 1 helipad

Port Facility .1 Jetty, 1 Pier (can to cater to a 130-
meter ship)

Distance to Palawan: 353 NM

Distance to China: 682 NM

— ——

CALDERON (Cuarteron) REEF
(PHOTO TAKEN: 07 May 2015)
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Total reclaimed Area: Approx 7.2 Hectares

Primary Building Approx
Port Facility 1 Jetty,
SNIP)

Distance to Palawan: 187 NM
Distance 1o China: 784 NM

P ¢ \

4, 128 sqm Tloor area; b stories

1 Pler (can to cater 10 a 130-meter

KENNAN (Chigua) REEF
(PHOTO TAKEN: 05 May 2015)

ORIGINAL STRUCTURE




FPrimary Building APpProx 28 sqm lloor area; 6-stories
Distance 10 Palawan: 264 NM
Distance to China: 629 NM

CHItyY. 1 Permanent Pier (can to cater 1o a 130-meter ship)
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ORIGINAL STRUCTURIE

(PHOTO TAKEN: 09 MAY 2015)




Hughes Reef September 2015




Relative Size Comparison of Spratly Features
With Airfields of Various Claimants

Spratly lsland Thitu Island ltu Abaldand  Swallow Reef Fery Cross Reef
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What is the purpose?

China Says
Improve living conditions
Meteorological data
Scientific research
Search and rescue
Shelter for fishing boats
Base for oil exploration
Support Coast Guard
Military defence

Analysts Say

Forward Operating Bases
Fuel storage

Piers for naval combatants
Military aircraft
Long-range radar

Advanced anti-aircraft
missile systems

Air Defence Identification
Zone




6. Implications for Australia
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 Major sealanes likely to be disrupted in any dispute with China.




Malaysia’s Luconia Shoals -
Permanent Chinese Presence
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PLAN
Exercise in
South
China Sea
Early 2014

FEB.11
Returns to port
atZhanjiang ) ¢

| -0
JAN,20

Sanya, Halnan o\‘

THAILAND % < Patrols
Paracel Islands

LAOS

’ T VIETNAM
CAMBODIA : South

Sea

Oath-taking
ceremony at
James Shoal

JAN. 29

Flotilla passes .
through Sunda Strait.
Begins anti-piracy

and search-and-

China PHILIPPINES ik

Provocative Route

Southeast Asian officials have
been reticent to question
China about the flotilla that
recently conducted a patrol of
the Paracel Islands, which are
also claimed by Vietnam, and
the James Shoal off the coast
of Malaysia.

Pacific

\

Note: Route is approximate
Sources: Center for Strategic and International Studies; China Military Online; People’s Daily; Xinhua

The Wall Street Journal
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