
 
Australian Institute of International Affairs 

National President’s Forum  

and associated events 
 

Perth, Tuesday 23 August to Thursday 25 August 
 

Schedule 

 

 

Tuesday 23 August 

 

AIIA Annual General Meeting and Strategic Planning Day 12.00 - 5.30 pm 

University of Western Australia, St Catherine’s College 

 

AIIA WA Branch/ UWA Event 

Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, University of Western Australia        6.00 - 8.00 pm 

Followed by dinner (by invitation) at the University of Western Australia Club 

 

Wednesday 24th August 

 

National President’s Forum   8.45 am - 5.15 pm 

Legislative Council Chamber, Parliament House  

 

Reception (by invitation) 6.00 for 6.15-7.30 pm 

Government House   

Transport provided from Parliament House 

 

Thursday 25th August 

 

Business Breakfast        7.00 – 9.00 am 

Western Australian Club, 101 St Georges Terrace 



 
 



 

 
 

Australian Institute of International Affairs 

National President’s Forum 
 

Wednesday 24 August 

Legislative Council Chamber, Parliament House, Perth 

 

Arrival     8.45-9.00 

 

Welcome            9.00-9.05 

The Hon Barry House MLC, President of the Legislative Council, Parliament of Western 

Australia 

 

Opening Comments           9.05-9.45 

Mr John McCarthy AO FAIIA, National President, Australian Institute of International 

Affairs 
 

HE Mrs Sujatha Singh, Indian High Commissioner to Australia 

 

Session 1: Understanding India’s Strategic Environment    9.45-11.00 

 

Chair 

Professor Anna George, Vice-President, AIIA WA Branch and Adjunct Professor, Murdoch 

University School of Law 

 

Speakers 

Ambassador Lalit Mansingh, Former Foreign Secretary of India, Ambassador to the United 

States of America and High Commissioner to the United Kingdom 
 

Richard Smith AO PSM FAIIA, Former Secretary of Defence  

 

Moderator 

Professor Samina Yasmeen, Director, Centre for Muslim States and Societies, University of 

Western Australia 

 

Morning Tea                  11.00-11.45 

Including announcement of the formation of the WA Parliamentary Friends of India Group  

 

Session 2: India’s Internal Dynamics   11.45-1.00 

 

Chair 

Simon Johnson, Director, Trade Development, WA Department of Agriculture and Food 

 

Speakers 

Professor Robin Jeffrey, Visiting Research Professor, Institute of South Asian Studies, 

National University of Singapore 
 



Professor Raghbendra Jha, College of Asia and the Pacific, ANU, Executive Director, 

Australia South Asia Research Centre 

 

Moderator 

Associate Professor Anu Rammohan, Business School, University of Western Australia 

Business School  
 

Lunch                   1.00-2.00 

 

Session 3: India Towards 2020   2.00-3.15 

 

Chair 

Zara Kimpton OAM, National Vice-President, Australian Institute of International Affairs 

 

Speakers 

T. N. Ninan, Chairman and Chief Editor, Business Standard 
 

Alan Davies, President, International Operations, Rio Tinto Iron Ore 

 

Moderator   

Professor Ramesh Thakur, Asia-Pacific College of Diplomacy, Australian National 

University 

 

Afternoon Tea                   3.15-3.45 

 

Session 4: Implications for Australia    3.45-5.00 

 

Chair 

The Hon Elizabeth Lloyd Behjat MLC, Co-Convenor, Parliamentary Friends of India 

 

Speaker 

Professor Amitabh Mattoo, Director, Australia-India Institute, University of Melbourne 
 

Rory Medcalf, Program Director for International Security, Lowy Institute for International 

Policy and Senior Research Fellow, Indian Strategic Affairs, University of New South Wales 

 

Moderator 

Dr Meg Gurry, Research Fellow, La Trobe University and author of India: Australia's 

Neglected Neighbour? 

 

Concluding Remarks              5.00-5.15 

 

Chair 

Dr Sue Boyd, President, WA Branch, Australian Institute of International Affairs  

 

Rapporteur’s Report 

Professor Garry Rodan, Asia Research Centre, Murdoch University 

 

Closing Remarks 

Ms Melissa Conley Tyler, National Executive Director, Australian Institute of International 

Affairs 



Participants 

 

The Hon Adele Farina MLC, Co-Convenor, Parliamentary Friends of India 

James Dalton, Acting Director, India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka Section, South and Central 

Asia Branch, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

David MacLennan, State Director, Perth, Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  

Sun-Hee Lee, Acting Assistant Director-General, North and South Asia Branch, AusAID 

Dr Ravi Tomar, Senior Researcher, Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security Section, 

Parliamentary Library  

Nik Senapati, Managing Director, Rio Tinto India 

Eli Bernstein, President, Australia India Business Council Western Australia 

Major General (Retd) Vikram Madan VSM, President, Indian Australian Association of 

South Australia 

Andrew Pickford, Managing Director, International Strategic Studies Association 

Professor Richard Rigby, Executive Director, ANU China Institute 

Professor Krishna Sen FAHA, Dean of Arts, Humanities & Social Sciences, University of 

Western Australia 

Professor Hema Sharda, Winthrop Professor and Director, South Asia Relations, University 

of Western Australia 

Dr Ashutosh Misra, Research Fellow, Centre of Excellence in Policing and Security, Griffith 

University 

Dr Alexey Muraviev, Director, Strategic Flashlight Forum on National Security and Strategy, 

Curtin University 

Dr Auriol Weigold, Visiting Fellow, University of Canberra 

Emeritus Professor Peter Reeves, Emeritus Professor of South Asian History, Curtin 

University 

Dr Noelene Reeves 

Dr Nick Hill, General Manager, Australia India Institute, University of Melbourne 

 

AIIA Participants 

Dayle Redden, Honorary National Treasurer 

Colin Chapman, President, AIIA NSW 

Ian Dudgeon RFD, President, ACT Branch 

Geoffrey Ewing, President, QLD Branch 

Associate Professor Felix Patrikeeff, President, SA Branch 

Graham Barrett, Vice-President, AIIA VIC  

 



Organising Team 

John Robbins CSC, National Deputy Director, AIIA National Office 

Danielle Rajendram, Intern, AIIA National Office 

Olivia Boyd, Intern, AIIA National Office 

Solvin Mathew, Intern, AIIA National Office 

Anne-Marie Balbi, WA Branch 

Martina Ucnikova, WA Branch 

Sian Churcher, WA Branch 

Ben Dahlstrom, WA Branch 

 

Sponsors 

The AIIA thanks the following for their generous support: 

 

     

 

 

 

 

            

           



 


